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"tthe: FBI building will be the most expensi 


palates peeps 


1onumental new head- 
4 qe #s at 9th Street and 
| Pennsylvania Avenue NW is 
tnow projected at $109.6 mil- 
lion. That is nearly $50 million 
more than the initial 1962 esti- 
mate of $60 million and a $7 
million increase over an esti- 


last April. 

_ The latest cost projection is 
Jin. a report prepared by U.S. 
‘Comptroller General Elmer B. 
lStaats for Sen, William W. 
|Proxmire (D-Wis.), who re- 
‘lquested the study Sept. 2 and 
reéelved it Wednesday. — 

_ Proxmire gave no indication 
yesterday that he plans any 
action. “The letter (containing 
the Staats réport) speaks for 
itself,” he said, declining fur- 
ther commént. | . 


Approved For Release 


in the design of the 11-story 


_ .By Abbott Combes ae 
sn +. Washington Post Staff Writer. a! ; 
, vane construction cost of the; structure, to continual jumps 


mate, of $102.6 million made’ 


aa study attributed the 
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in the construction cost index 
(a gauge measuring building 
costs) and to a number of spe- 
cial features in the building 
that are not normally con- 
tained in office complexes. 


There was no hint in the re- 
port of any intentional price). 
iincreases to permit larger 
profits for the builders, such 
as the allegations that caused 
a furor over the construction 
of the Rayburn House Office 
Building. : 
In June, the General Serv- 
ices Administration (GSA), the 
‘agency responsible for the 
buildings cnstruction, 
awarded the contract for the 
superstructure to the Blake 
Construction Co., 1120 Con- 


necticut Ave. NW, on its low 
bid of about $69 million. The 
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: ebsased costs. : 
uk WP, 80 ‘a contract to build 
« @°$70_ million building and if 


nobody " changes’ “ahything, 
' that’s what well build if for,” 


“he sai 


"nop, mneluge Hie _ Builcing’s 
$14.3 million substructure, ar- 


chiete¢t’ fees, or, furnishings 
- anf special equipment.) - 
the “EBI building was ap- 
pr ved by Congress "in. 1962, 
-with ‘the cost then estimated 
at, $60 million. A Pennsylvania 
-Avenué site was designated in 
January; 1968, and a design 
contract,.was awarded to the 
2Chicago architectural firm of 
 Cez¥, :Murphy Associates’ in 
cubes : year. The design 
- WAS Eioposed to be completed 
‘py. December,’ 1964, and ‘the 
canttruetion contract awarded 
in March, 1965. 


<“epuring  thig " period, the 
_newly ” established Pennsylva- 


tia. Ayenite Commission was 
ridking plans for the avenue’s 


developmé ince the FBI 
pulldige was a major facility in 
eve opmént scheme, 


apy | developn 

aba halted design prepara- 
tions to await theAgeppeyi 
of the Penngylvania Avenue 
stydy.. In March, 1964, the 
comission’ had made” sufti- 


mally 80) 
of. Shops, printing, and paper storage area {300,000 squara feet) 
which require an increase in the floor loading factor to 300 
” pounds per square foot 300, 
Special laboratory areas (89,000 square feet) 1,192.6 
Gymnasium and physical training areas 144.7 
Auditorium, amphitheater, classrooms, and Tibrary for training 1,279.7 
Auto repair facilities for Washington Field Office 375.2 
Firing range 1,337.0 
Photography laboratory 301.5 
Laboratory test pattern range and-ballistics testing area 33,5, 
-Special secure communications system g 81.78 
_.| Alarm and smoke detection systems 200.0 
Waste disposal system for disposal of documents 66.08 
~omf Special secure telephone system 61.08 
Morgue 250.0 
Emergency power system 301.5 
Pneumatic, tube system 396.0 
Cryptographic vault . ; {a) (b) 
Automatic data processing areas requiring special rooms with 
raised floors and increased electrical and mechanical Joads 2,500.0 
Special vertical circulation requiring escalators for tours 
4 of building for general public 436.5 
“Extra plumbing required by abnormally high population of 
building 268.0 
150.0 


Blake's contract does |” 


‘one of the first projects devel- 
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 SHECTAL FEATURES IN THE FBI BUILDING 
NOT GENERALLY FOUND IN OFFICE BUILDINGS 


Estimated cost 
adjusted to 
April 19713 


Desertption of features (thousands) 


of “BHTing areas (500,000 square feet) which require an increase in 
the floor loading factor to 150 pounds per square foot (nor- § : 
368.5 


Conveyor systems for special handling of mail and files 
7 
security requirement. 


‘ 
bestimated cost not avaliable. 


The GAO study listed special features of the FBI 
building, along with the estimated cost of the items. 


cient progress to allow re- 

sumption of planning. 
According to the GSA, be- 

cause the FBI building was 


submitted to Congress 


oped along guidelines estab- 
April, 1970. 


lished by the Pennsylvania Av- 
enue Commission, it was care- 
fully scrutinized by both the 
Fine Arts Commission and the 
National Capital Planning 
Commission. 

Gaining approval! from those 
District planning agencies re- 
quired a two-year period of 
“give and take, study and re- 
study,” the GSA said. The two 


years behind the original 
schedule. 


Construction. of the sub- 
structure was then started and 
a revised prospectus, transfer- 
ring all the design changes 
into dollars and cents, was 
in 


This revision, adding 159,800 
square feet to the original 
plan and drastically changing 
the structure’s basic design to 
conform with the Pennsylva- 
nia Avenue Commission, estab- 
lished a new cost estimate of 
$102.6 million. Congress ac- 
cepted the new design and au- 
thorized the increased fund- 


Ar REAR BG-00 24AR008 10 
design, the GSA based the 
need for increased funding “on 


crease in the construction cost 
index from March, 1962, to 
March, 1971, the estimated 
date of award of a construc- 
tion -contract for the super- 
structure.” 

(Over the last decade, build- 
ing costs nationally have in- 
creased an average of about 10 
per cent a year.) 

According to the comptrol- 


Jer general’s study, the $109.6]. 


million figure given Proxmire 
is based on further “escalation 
factors” supplied by the GSA. 
These primarily include in- 
creased] labor and material 
costs. 

Staats also said that he dis- 
covered “no evidence that spe- 
cial facilities had been 
planned for use by FBI execu- 
tives.” 

Staats said that the FBI 
building’s construction cost 
per square foot, about $34 as 
of April compare favorable to 


trict. For example he noted 
that the James 
building cost $29.67 per square 


foot, thé Department of Hous- © 
and Urban Development|‘ 
(HUD) building $24.67, the Mu- | 
seum of History and Technol-|' 
ogy $64.59 and the New Execu-{' 


ing 


+a 


tive Office Building $42.30, or 


buildings in the metropolitan 
area showed their costs to av- 
erage $39 per square foot, he 
added. ‘ 

The FBI headquarters will 
be exceeded in square footage 
only by the Pentagon and the 
Rayburn building. Its jl 
stories will tower over the 
nearby seven-story Justice De- 
partment, which technically 
controls the FBI. The most ex- 
pensive structure ever erected 

HKAVEAOvgton, it is expected 
to be named after FBI Direc- 
tor J. Edgar Hoover. 


“the” actual and préjected in-|" 


+ other construction in the Dis-| , 


Forrestal | ¢ 


an average of $39 per square |: 
foot. A study of the construc-! 
tion costs of eight commercial | 
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